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Overview

Since 1993, I have published fiction and poetry in literary journals and anthologies, read from my work and received writing grants. Guernica Editions published my debut fiction collection, Bombay Wali and other stories, in Spring 2013. In 2011, I received a grant to write my first novel. The manuscript is ready and I will be sending it to publishers soon. I am currently promoting Bombay Wali, which is in its second imprint. 

I started my career as a journalist for English-language publications in India. In 1990, I came to Canada as Distinguished Visiting Journalist at the Graduate School of Journalism, University of Western Ontario. I continue to write freelance articles.

Returning in 1992 on an Aga Khan scholarship, I completed a Masters at York University. After immigrating, I worked in communications and project management for environment and development organizations in Toronto, Vancouver, Ottawa, and Tanzania. Currently, I am a Montreal-based Communications Consultant. Research, writing and editing are central to my work.

Literary Publications 

· Fantastic Falafel, short story, accepted for publication in a forthcoming fiction anthology on the theme of immigration, publisher Guernica Editions.
· Bombay Wali and Other Stories, Guernica Editions, 2013.

· Munni, Maple Tree Literary Supplement. No. 8, 2011. Funded by the Canada Council of the Arts.

· I love Bombay and Seasons (poems), Indian Voices, Volume 1, an anthology of poetry and prose by emerging Indian writers around the world, FortyTwo Bookx Galaxy, India, January 2011.
· Spliced Worlds, Cerebration (poem), a literary web journal of the Drew University, Issue 3, 2006. 

· Freire stopped in Bombay, Cerebration, the literary journal of Drew University, USA, Issue 4, 2005.
· Indian Woman I, (poem), When your voice tastes like home, Second Story Press, Toronto, 2003.
· Zindagi Itefaq Hai (Life is Chance), The Toronto Review of Contemporary Writing Abroad, Winter 1998.

· Reveries of a Riot, Diva, Quarterly Journal of South Asian Women, 1993 and Aurat Durbar, Writings by Women of South Asian Origin, Second Story Press, Toronto, 1995.

Literary Grants & Writers Programs
· Vivacité Montreal, Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec, 2011.
· Ontario Arts Council Grant - Writer's Reserve Program, 1996.  
I have also been approved for two Canada Council reading grants.
· Listed on the Writers in CEGEPs (QC) Repertoire. Presentations under that program:

· Panel discussion: With Dimitri Nasrallah on being a Diaspora writer, Vanier College English Symposium, fall 2013. 
· Class presentations at Champlain College, Saint Lambert Campus, fall 2013.
Readings (Bombay Wali)

Forthcoming

· Brockton Writer Series, Toronto, March, 2o14.

· Emily Carr Institute of Art & Design, (Canada Council Grant) Vancouver, February 2014.

Past

· Official book launches: With Guernica Authors from the Spring Catalogue, Toronto, and at the Blue Metropolis International Literary Festival, Montreal, April 2013.

· Readings: Argo Bookshop (with Guernica Publisher, Michael Mirolla); Guernica Authors and Guests, Visual Arts Centre, Montreal (series producer Ilona Martonfi); Westminster Books, Fredericton, Summer-Fall, 2013.
· Author appearances at Mad Hatter Books, Annapolis Royal, Chapters, Halifax and Dartmouth, and Books on Beachwood, Ottawa, Summer-Fall 2013.
· Community readings & book clubs: Various readings sponsored by community organizations and book clubs in Ottawa and Montreal, including the South Asian Women’s Community Centre, and YOCOMO, the Yoga Festival, 2013. 

· Local/Global Stories, an English-French reading by authors Veena Gokhale and Hélène Rioux, and their translators, Geneviève Guay and Jonathan Kaplansky, Montreal, 2013.
· Library readings: Rosedale Public Library (Canada Council Grant), Ottawa, November 2013. 

 (My stories are being translated into French and we are looking for a publisher.) 

Other Readings

· Mehfil, Dinner and fundraiser for 'Roshni' (Raxaul Overall Social and Health Needs Initiative), Montreal, June 2011.
· Asian Heritage Month, May, Ottawa, 2004.

· Dykewords, May 1998, A South-Asian celebration of Baisakhi and Id by Atish, Vancouver, April 1998, Festival ‘98, a celebration of cultures, University of British Columbia, April 1998.

· Mahila Mela, International Women's Day, South Asian Women's Centre, Vancouver, March 1998.

· Asian Heritage Month, Toronto, May 1996.

· Aurat Durbar launch, Desh Pardesh, a South-Asian arts festival, June 1995.
· Asian Heritage Month, Toronto, May 1995.
For a list of professional presentations and workshops please visit:

http://www.veenago.com/presentations_workshops.html#presentations 

Contests & Shortlists

· Alone Together, short story, shortlisted, the Quebec Writing Competition, 2011. 

· An excerpt from the novel made it to the semi-finals and was placed among the top one-sixth at the Unified Literary Contest, 2012. There were 1600 entries. 
Other Creative Writing 

· Script-narration (collaborative) for Kathakas, short film by Anand Musique Inc., 2012.

· Short play, Oh Krishna, Where Are You? Directed by Deepali Lindblom, presented at Centre William-Hingston, Montreal, 2011. 
· Scripting and production coordination for two illustrated storybooks on social issues aimed at primary school children for HakiElimu (Education Rights), a Tanzanian international development organization, 2006.
Arts & Media-related Articles 

Can be found at:

http://www.veenago.com/writing_editing.html
Published articles on a range of subjects, including the arts, in leading, English-language, Indian publications, 1984-1992.

Professional Memberships: Quebec Writers’ Federation.

Languages: Excellent English, Functional in French; Hindi and Marathi (Mother Tongue).
Professional Work Experience
Communications Consultant, 2009 – present. 

Traveling Faculty, Cities in the 21st Century, an undergraduate, comparative Urban Studies Program, 4-month, full-time contract, 2010. http://www.ihp.edu/page/cities/
Ontario Coordinator, Waste Reduction Week (WRW), Recycling Council of Ontario (RCO), 6-month, full-time contract, 2007. http://www.wrwcanada.com
Manager & Technical Advisor, Information Access, HakiElimu (Education Rights), Dar-es-Salaam, 2005-2007. http://www.hakielimu.org
Program Manager, India and Regional Programs, South Asia Partnership (SAP) Canada (international development), Ottawa, 2001-2004. http://www.sapcanada.org
Program Officer, Public Affairs, Canadian Council for International Cooperation, Ottawa, 2000. http://www.ccic.ca
Coordinator, Outreach and Communications, FarmFolk/CityFolk, an environment organization, Vancouver, 1998-1999. http://www.farmfolkcityfolk.ca
Researcher-Writer, Centre for Environment Education (CEE), Nehru Foundation for Development, Ahmadabad, 3 month, full-time contract, 1991-1992. http://www.ceeindia.org/cee/index.htm
Researcher-coordinator, ABC Television (USA) Prime Time, Bombay, 2-month contract, 1991. 

Feature Writer & Arts Page Editor, Mid-day, an afternoon newspaper, Bombay, 1988 - 1990. http://www.mid-day.com/
Writer/Sub-Editor, The Indian Post, a national daily, Bombay, 1987 - 1988. 
Assistant Editor, Adworld, a trade publication, Bombay, 1985 - 1986. 

References available on request.

Please visit http://www.veenago.com/story for more information on Bombay Wali, including book reviews, interviews, reader response, etc.
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